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urt Wolf’s exploits would fill a book. In fact,
he’s written or edited more than 60 books,
was a Washington Post columnist, and has a
whole huge life chapter on television. But

he says he’s no expert. On anything.

*The problem with knowing all thar | know is | have no expertise,” says
the Renaissance man in 2 telephone interview from his New York City
home. “What [ have is a great curiosity about the planet we'ne on.”

And he's sharing the fruits of his curiesity with viewers of his popular
series on Public Broadeasting television, * Travels and Traditons™ {which airs
at 1:30 pon. Saturdays on WMFPE-TV, Channel 24 in Orlanda). And Wali
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is invinng PBS viewers to join him on % 12-day cruise on France’s
Saone River from Nice o Paris, May 24-June 4, aboard the
Avalon Scenery.,

“Tve done one of these eruises this vear, and we have 10 sched-
itled for 2009, cach as a benefit for Public Broadeasting,” says Wolf,
“Irs fun for me, and all whe come along on them, and it mises
money. Public relevision really needs suppoet. 11 s the last medium
free from outside influences.”

WMFE and other stations thar will berefir ane thrilled with the
apportunity and the support. “In iz economy, any additional rev-
emie source for WMEFE is needed,” zays Catherine McManus,
WMFE senior vice president for development. “Net only do the
Buri Wolf cruises provide our viewers the opportunity to-support
guality programming, but it allows them to engage with a television
program like no other program can: expenencing what they sce

1 TV first-hand with Walf as
their guide.”

O the cruise, Wolf says hes
just one of the gang gening rogeth-
er amid spectacular sights, preat
focd and wine, “I'm not like 2 guest

conrse he also prreps i Eliests with
extensive information aboutr where
they're going and what they'll see.
Then he leads informal seminars on
every sulject memotely related 1o
their locales,

A native of New York City,
Wall stdied British literamne at
Mew York University, then began
law school at NYUL "1 quickly real-
ized 1 didnt want to practice law,
bur 1 loved these stories we read =
case law.” His bove of stories and |v|.-.J|'|1'|1'|"d_"| has rr|||:.' Lrowil,

I':l.':r:r December when he was voung, Woalf toured Florida for
several weels with his grandmother. His love for the Sunshine Srane

contimes, and has resulied inoa number of his travel shows show-
casing sites here, including St Augustine and Orlando (bur ner
Daytona Beach *so far”).

Woell moved 1o Swinzerland after college, working for a “major
name invesiment bank,” then decided to be a joumalist. 5o he
[ﬂu.ngml in far from the bottom: He wrote a column for vears at The
Washington Post. And he wrote and edited books about food and
teavel. A Few guest spots on Johnny Carson's late-night talk show
elevated his profile.

That combination drew him te the atention of “this man
named Turner who was putting m-gn_llu.r 2 new l;.]r_viq'lurl ||:_1m-1'k
\u..'n.\ :\.I;,I'.'.I'l;ll'k .unﬂ miere than 4,0043 SEEITENts Wn:a“ wrole -lt'pl_l.
pi‘mil.u'ui traveling the world for five shows a week, Like so many
of his gigs, nor a bad way 1o make a living. He left CNN when
|ll|“||1..|‘ :ilu:! II|1‘1'|1'||?; Ih1.|| [ Ptil'rhn: H-l.‘\t:ul.ll...|-=I:|l:|-_':_1 '|.'|.'|;||.,h. h-l.,g |!Iu.,n
sinee 1982, “li's a GREAT _]l.'ﬂl e sy,

Now, his achievements include 800 segments for ABC
television, 125 half-hour programs for the ravel division of The
Discovery Channel, 26 hall hours for the Family Channel and 250
half hours for Public Broadcasting.

“My love 15 cultural anthropology,” Woll notes. “11 1 know what
you'n: eating and who you'ne praving o, | kmow a lot about _-.-..:.u_*

speaken | hang oun,” he says, OF

Cruising with Burt

The “Cruise Through France with Burt Wolf” is scheduled for
May 24-June 4. The tour begins in Nice on the Mediterranean Sea
-and features river cruises through Provence and Burgundy. It
“ends in Paris. _

In addition to hosting the cruise, Burt Wolf will conduct a
wine tasting and several talks on wine, food and European archi-
‘tecture. He also will talk about his PBS TV series and how the
shows. are p[odlm

The cruise is priced from $3959 to $4,608 (plus airfare).

For mare information on the cruise, visit
wiwwwmfe org/burtwolf,

His ereddentials generally list lis careers as including chef. B
Woll derurs: “Years ago, 1 learned a chel s someone who warks in
a restaurant, I've owned and worked in restaurants ... but I'moner
a chef”

Nor is he i career planmer. “Tr's all been by accident,” he
comments. “There never was any plan.” And it’s all worked out for
the very best, he'’s quick to point cat.

“I rurmed 70 in September,” savs Woll, “and on my actual birthday,
| was filming. | always try to be (ilming on my birthday.”

Retirement? *What would [ do? The whole idea of retirement
makes o sense o me. Keep challenging your mind and you'l
Stay volng.

5o his goal, Walf says, is “to die right in the middle of 2 piece,
aned have someone else step up and finish it for me and carry on."4
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